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Sustainable development is defined as balancing the fulfillment of human 
needs with the protection of the natural environment. A common definition of 
sustainable development is "development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 
The field of sustainable development can be conceptually broken into three 
constituent parts: environmental protection, economic sustainability, and social 
justice. 
Living within our environmental limits is one of the central principles of 
sustainable development. One implication of not doing so is climate change. But 
the focus of sustainable development is far broader than just the environment. It's 
also about ensuring a strong, healthy and just society. This means meeting the 
diverse needs of all people in existing and future communities, promoting personal 
wellbeing, social cohesion and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity. 
Environmental sustainability demands that society designs activities to meet 
human needs while indefinitely preserving the life support systems of the planet. 
This, for example, entails using water sustainably, only utilizing renewable energy, 
and sustainable material supplies (e.g. harvesting wood from forests at a rate that 
maintains the biomass and biodiversity).  
The way we approach development affects everyone. The impacts of our 
decisions as a society have very real consequences for people's lives. Poor planning 
of communities, for example, reduces the quality of life for the people who live in 
them.  
Sustainable development provides an approach to making better decisions 
on the issues that affect all of our lives. By incorporating health plans into the 
planning of new communities, for instance, we can ensure that residents have easy 
access to healthcare and leisure facilities.  
Sustainable development will not be brought about by policies only: it must 
be taken up by society at large as a principle guiding the many choices each citizen 
makes every day, as well as the big political and economic decisions that have. 
This requires profound changes in thinking, in economic and social structures and 
in consumption and production patterns. We all have a part to play. Small actions, 
taken collectively, can add up to real change. However, to achieve sustainability in 
the Ukraine, I believe the Government needs to take the lead. 
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